Secretary General's Column Edwin D. Becker
In this month's column I would like to comment on the 39th General Assembly, held in Geneva, Switzerland, 23-30 August 1997, and to report some of the major actions by the Bureau and Council. In my opinion, this was a very successful meeting, in which about 670 chemists participated, primarily in dozens of meetings of small groups-commissions, committees, working parties and task forces. The enormous amount of scientific work done during the long hours of each day's meetings covers a range of subjects much too diverse to be described here, but this dedicated effort on the part of many volunteers forms the core of IUPAC's accomplishments.
The venue of the General Assembly was the University of Geneva, where we found excellent facilities and superb services provided by the local organizing committee, under the chairmanship of Prof. Jacques Weber. Most of the detailed arrangements and services fell to Mme. Nathalie Girard and her staff, who not only met all our needs but anticipated virtually all of them to provide a very smoothly running meeting.
Scientific Policy and Management of Projects. Looming as background to the entire General Assembly was the issue of restructuring the Union and updating our mission and goals to face the world-wide challenges of the modern world of chemistry. In my column in the July issue of Chemistry International, I summarized proposals to develop specific long-range goals for IUPAC, to introduce more flexibility into the appointment and operation of commissions and working parties, and to emphasize a project-driven system. The Strategy Development and Implementation Committee (SDIC) is addressing these issues, and the General Assembly provided an ideal forum for everyone, ranging from individual Commission Members to Division Presidents, to express views and provide valuable input to the SDIC's planning process. The SDIC will meet in early 1998 to develop specific proposals, and I will keep readers of Chemistry International informed of the results.
Meanwhile, at Geneva a number of discussions in both The Lorimer Committee made a second important recommendation, also approved by Council, to establish an IUPAC Fellows Programme, which will be open to all persons who have completed service on any IUPAC body. This Programme will recognize the service to IUPAC by these individuals, will facilitate their continuing involvement with the Union, and will gradually establish a large cadre of people who can provide a source of ideas and expertise for future IUPAC projects. Policies and procedures for implementing the Fellows Programme will be developed and implemented during the coming months.
Membership of the Union. Council approved the admission of National Adhering Organizations (NAOs) from Yugoslavia, Puerto Rico and Pakistan. Yugoslavia (representing chemists in Serbia and Montenegro) constituted a readmission, while Pakistan and Puerto Rico were previously Observer Countries. There are now 42 NAOs in IUPAC.
Council established a category of Provisional Membership to permit the Bureau or Executive Committee to act provisionally on applications from potential NAOs between Council meetings. Council also agreed that individual experts from non-adhering countries may serve provisionally on IUPAC Commissions and Committees.
Names of Elements 101 to 109. As usual, Council was called on to ratify all recommendations for nomenclature and symbols approved on its behalf by the Interdivisional Committee on Nomenclature and Symbols. Because of the controversy surrounding the names of the transfermium elements, a separate vote was taken on this document and resulted in overwhelming approval of the revised recommendation by the Commission on Nomenclature of Inorganic Chemistry, which will appear in the December 1997 issue of Pure and Applied Chemistry. The recommended names and symbols, as announced previously (Chemistry International 1997, 19, 68-69) , are:
